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New Coordinator of American Indian Recruitment
Ready to Help Students
Sarah Bad Warrior-Vrooman joined the SDSU community in May 2021 as SDSU’s
coordinator of American Indian recruitment and is excited to share her passion for
higher education with Native American high schoolers. She can be located at the
Enrollment Services Center on the campus of South Dakota State University,
located in the ancestral territory of the Oceti Sakowin (Seven Council Fires), an
alliance that consists of the Isanti (Santee), Ihanktunwan (Yankton), and Titunwan

(Teton) Lakota peoples. She can be reached by phone at (605) 688-4471 or by
email at Sarah.Vrooman@sdstate.edu.

Full Article

Lakota Word of the Month
oáye | a path of progressing or development; direction

Book of the Month

"Lakota Texts is a treasure trove of stories told in the original language by modern
Lakota women who make their home in Denver, Colorado. Sometimes witty, often
moving, and invariably engaging and fascinating, these stories are both
autobiographical and cultural. The stories present personal experiences along with
lessons the women have learned or were taught about Lakota history, culture, and
legends. The women share aspects of their own lives, including such rituals as
powwows, the sweatlodge, and rites of puberty." - University of Nebraska Press

Wokini Challenge Grant Spotlight
American Indian Leadership in Higher Education and
Language Revitalization
Wokini Challenge Grants (WCG) support projects that further the mission of the
Wokini Initiative to provide university- and communitywide collaborations to
strengthen American Indian student success by building authentic partnerships with
tribal communities and make SDSU a place where American Indian students
achieve their dreams and aspirations. The American Indian Leadership in Higher
Education and Language Revitalization project directed by Dr. Mark Freeland,
assistant professor and coordinator of American Indian Studies, has supported
Lakota language acquisition and leadership opportunities at SDSU. According to Dr.
Freeland, “it really is grounded in indigenous worldview, which is closely associated
with language and language requirement.”
Dr. Freeland explains that “many of our Native communities have lost a large
number of Native language speakers, and that’s a significant loss. Our culture is
imbedded in those languages. What is the world of experience associated with
those specific languages? To keep those sense of differences of alive is very, very
important.”
According to Dr. Freeland, SDSU did have a Lakota language instructor in the
1990s but was not able to replace that instructor and turned to the University of
South Dakota to offer an electronic version of language class. This temporary
solution left fewer students engaging in study of the Lakota language.
Dr. Freeland says, “as long as we had our own instructor here, we were filling
classes in that 15 – 25 people consistently. Once we went to full electronic, we might
be able to get 5 – 6 to do Lakota 101 and never took any other classes. We needed
to do more.”
With the support of the Wokini Challenge Grant, American Indian Studies, part of the
School of American and Global Studies, offered a language help program. They
hired SDSU student, Amadea Pourier, of the Oglala Sioux Tribe. An early childhood
education major who wants to include Lakota language in her early childhood
education classes, Pourier, worked on pedagogical methods for language
immersion.

Dr. Freeland, along with Dr. Sharity Bassett, assistant professor of American Indian
Studies, and Dr. Christi Garst-Santos, director of the School of American and Global
Studies, offered a Lakota language talking circle that met twice a week with typically
10-12 students each time. The group worked through some of the basics like
greetings.
According to Dr. Freeland, the Wokini Challenge Grant helps facilitate a broader
network and tribal connections. Through Wokini Challenge Grant sponsored travel,
SDSU faculty worked with Lakota language instructor, Dr. Tasha Hauff, who will now
become a member of the SDSU faculty in Fall 2021 and SDSU’s first Lakota
language professor.
Freeland says, “this Wokini Challenge Grant is a really good demonstration of the
ways it can help facilitate positive relationships with our communities around
particular engagements like language revitalization, which is so important in helping
our students.”
For more information on American Indian Studies at SDSU, visit sdstate.edu.

Upcoming Events @ AISC
American Indian Student Center Ribbon Cutting: October 8 - 9, AISC
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